Hive Configuration
Common Hoffman Shallow Frames
For Brood and Honey Boxes

50mm Insulation 50mm Insulation
Crown Board Crown Board
Honey 1+2 Honey 1+2
. Early/Mid
Start - Over Brood 3 Feed fondant as required Brood 3 November
Winter
Brood 2 Brood 2
Brood 1 Brood 1

In late Feb early March
Remove Brood 1 (bottom box)
Ideally condemn frames
Each year Honey 1+2 becomes
the next top Brood box
Add Queen Excluder

50mm Insulation

Crown Board

Honey 2
Honey 1
Early
March Queen Excluder
to August Brood 3

Remove varroa treatment
Top up honey stores with
stored frames if necessary
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50mm Insulation

Crown Board

Honey 1+2

September

Brood 3

was Honey 1+2

Brood 2

Brood 1

Add two Honey boxes over two/three months
Checkerboard Honey boxes with drawn comb
and foundation
During nectar flow continue to harvest fully
capped single frames from Honey boxes -
replace with processed wet frames, drawn comb
or foundation.

Do not allow a "Honey Barrier"
to be created in the Honey boxes as this
can start the urge to swarm.
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Brood 2

Brood 1

Remove Queen Excluder
Consolidate Honey boxes 1 & 2
into a single honey stores box (Honey 1+2)
in preparation for winter.

Store excess frames of drawn comb and honey
which can be fed back later in the year.
Freeze excess frames to kill wax moth

(2 days in freezer).
Add varroa treatentment.
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